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readers will find much to interest them in this little book. It contains 
the principal facts that are known about Polycarp ; a translation of his 
one extant letter — to the Philippians; also a translation of the letter 
to the Smyrneans. — .S. Aurelii Augustini Confessionum Libri Tredecim. 
Ex recognitione P. Knoll. (Lipsiae : in aedibus B. G. Teubner, 
1898; pp. iv+288; M. 2.70.) This volume comes in Teubner's 
library of Greek and Roman writers. The editor has evidently done 
faithful work, and his suggestions will be found very valuable. — The 
Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assist'. By Abby Langdon Alger. 
(Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1898; $0.50.) About two hundred 
years after the death of St. Francis all the legends concerning the 
saint were brought together, and the collection was called The Little 
Flowers of St. Francis. These legends were handed down by tradition, 
and have the customary legendary value in interpreting the life and 
character of this remarkable person. The Little Flowers have never 
before been translated into English. This translation seems to have 
been very well made, and as it stands is a valuable contribution to the 
literature of St. Francis. — J. W. Moncrief. 

Kirchengeschichte im Grundriss. Von Rudolph Sohm, Professor 
der Rechtswissenschaft in Leipzig. Elfte Auflage. (Leipzig : Verlag 
von E. Ungleich, 1898; pp. viii — (— 218; M. 3.) The popularity of 
this brief church history in Germany is manifest in its appearance in 
an eleventh edition. The author does not seem to have made any 
changes in it since the eighth edition. The booklet is intended espe- 
cially for those who wish to possess an outline of German church his- 
tory, and contains but little of value for others. The first chapter tells 
of the extension of Christianity throughout Europe, but in the four 
other chapters the author confines himself almost exclusively to its 
development in Germany, and seems scarcely to. know of its career 
elsewhere. — Philip Melanchthon, the Protestant Preceptor of Germany ; 
1497-1560. By James William Richard, D.D., Professor of Homiletics, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. (New York and 
London: G. P. Putnam's Sons; The Knickerbocker Press, 1898; pp. 
xv+399; $1.50.) This is the second volume of the series entitled 
"The Heroes of the Reformation," 1 and it fully sustains the high repu- 
tation established by its predecessor. There is in both the same tend- 
ency to hero-worship, and to minimize faults and weaknesses ; but 
there is also the same careful study of the materials, the same accuracy, 

' See this Journal, Vol. Ill, April, 1899, p. 427. 
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and the same success in condensing the narrative without making it 
dry and uninviting. Perhaps it may be said that Dr. Richard has 
succeeded better in presenting a complete picture of Melanchthon 
than Dr. Jacobs has in presenting a complete picture of Luther, for 
Dr. Jacobs, though he has intended to give us an exact portrait, has 
dressed Luther up too well, and has missed the passionate, stormy, 
and coarse features of his subject. Dr. Richard has had the less diffi- 
cult task of delineating a man uniformly gentle and affectionate. The 
numerous illustrations scattered through the book constitute a sort of 
museum of Germany in the sixteenth century. The index is poor, 
containing only proper names, and hence omitting many things 
which the reader who consults the book on special topics will not 
know how to find. — Liturgical Interpolations. Alcuin Tracts, III. 
By Rev. T. A. Lacey, M.A., Vicar of Madingley. (London, New York, 
and Bombay: Longmans, Green & Co., 1898; pp. 21; 2s.) This 
tract is a mild protest against the practice of altering the liturgy of the 
Anglican Prayer Book to suit the taste or the doctrinal position of the 
minister conducting the service. It is interesting chiefly as showing 
how far such innovations are permitted. " Sixty years ago," the author 
writes, "there was an order" of worship; now "we can scarcely be 
said to have any order at all." — History of Dogma. By Dr. Adolph 
Harnack. Translated from the third German edition by Neil 
Buchanan. Vol. IV. (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1898; pp. xi -(- 
353 ! $ 2 -5°-) This volume will be regarded by many as the most 
important of the series. It embraces the entire controversy concern- 
ing the deity of Christ and the trinity, from the beginning to the full 
formation of the orthodox system of belief. — Franklin Johnson. 

La fin du paganisme, £tude sur les dernieres luttes religieuses en 
Occident au quatrieme siecle. Par Gaston Boissier. Troisieme Edition. 
(Paris: Librairie Hachette et C", 1898 ; tome premier, pp.394; tome 
second, pp. 452 ; fr. 7.) The first volume is divided into three books,, 
in which the victory of Christianity, Christianity and Roman educa- 
tion, and the influence of pagan education on Christian authors are 
treated at length. Separate chapters are given to the conversion of 
Constantine, the edict of Milan and religious toleration under Con- 
stantine and his sons, the emperor Julian, public instruction in the 
Roman empire, how Christianity accommodated itself to Roman edu- 
cation, and kindred topics. In the second volume the three books- 
discuss Latin Christian poetry, pagan society at the end of the fourth 



